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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear families, 

Here we are again at the end of another school year at CSCNS. 
Each year seems to go quicker and attests to the saying “Time 
flies, when you’re having fun.” It is a pleasure to be able to lead 
this school community each year, and I am proud of what has been 
achieved. 

This year has been filled with achievements both at a personal 
level for each child and in collaboration with peers. There has 
been sporting and academic successes throughout and the children 
and staff have worked incredibly hard to get to where we are. I 
would like to pay tribute to the staff and parents who have given 
it everything in creating memories to last a lifetime. From activity 
weeks to ice cream vans, workshops to concerts, links with the 
community . . . the list goes on. 

Yet again this year, we have seen a marked improvement in 
attendance across the school. We will continue to collaborate with 
families in making sure the children get the very best out of each 
day here. 

We say goodbye also to a group of 6th class who have lived 
through it all. We wish them all the best in their future 
education. We are also preparing for the arrival of a new cohort 
of Junior Infants. 

I want to wish you all a happy, safe and fun summer break. We 
look forward to welcoming you all back again at the end of 
August.  

Mike Byrne 

 

The 2026 Graduates 
Pia O’Connor, Room 9  

 
 
As the school year comes to an end, two classes move on. This year, on 
the 24th of June, class of 2026 will be graduating. At 7 pm, parents, 
graduates, and teachers will come together to celebrate 6th class. 
Memories will be shared, speeches will be given, and there will be so 
many laughs. 
 
 

Students from both classes have been working so hard to prepare for this 
very special celebration. They have made so much beautiful art, such as 
self-portraits and graduation caps with glitter!  Once or twice a week, 
both of the classes come together to practise three of the songs they 
chose to sing at the ceremony. The Cup song, End of Beginning and 
Always Remember You are the songs that will be sung. I could go on and 
on about the amazing work we all have put in, but I want to say without 
Ms. Wall and Ms O’Neill, none of this could happen. They have both 
listened to all the ideas and suggestions for the ceremony and try to fit 
them all in somewhere. We are all so grateful for the work they have put 
in.  
 

Each class got to vote for someone to be the valedictorian. In Ms Walls 
room, Yazhini is the chosen valedictorian, and in Ms O'Neill's class, it is 
David. Both of them have been putting so much time into writing their 
speeches and practising them. David said he wanted to write an inspiring 
speech, but still make it unique. And I believe he’ll do just that. A tip 
Yazhini has for next year's valedictorian is to speak with confidence and 
believe that you can do it. I spoke with Emily, one of the two MC’s. She 
said that she is looking forward to the graduation but feels that she will 
be emotional. Emily also said she can't wait to perform the MC script at 
the ceremony.     
 
 

Ms O’Neill is who I spoke to next. She said she is so proud of how far her 
class has come over the three years she has taught them. Ms O'Neill 
explained how ready she thinks her class is for secondary school and how 
she is so excited for them to be changing chapters in their life. But still a 
bit sad they're leaving. 
 

The preparation for the graduation has been so much fun and very 
exciting. So, on my behalf, this is the Class of 2026, thank you and 
goodbye.  
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Interview with the CSCNS  

Hurling Team Coaches 
 

By Gargee and Rehanshi (Room 13) 
 

 
 

First we interviewed Mr Murphy who trains the team with 

Ms McDonagh. We asked him “How is the hurling team 

doing so far?” He said “They’re doing very good and we 

have not lost one ☝️ ”. We are now through to the final 

in Croke Park after winning our group stage matches, 

quarter final and semi final matches.  

 

Then we asked Ms. McDonagh “What made it so 

special?” She said “This hurling season has been 

especially memorable because our team worked 

together and played to the best of their ability displaying 

hard work, great teamwork and dedication to get the 

opportunity to represent our school and play in GAA 

headquarters Croke Park!! It is an incredible 

achievement and an experience we will never forget.” 

 

We also asked the coaches what was the hardest thing 

about GAA. Ms McDonagh said “Every match has its 

own challenges but we work together as a team using 

our skills to overcome them.” Mr Murphy said the most 

challenging match they had so far was against Gaelscoil 

in commercials GAA. 

 

Finally we asked them if they had any advice for children 

who would like to join the team next year. Ms McDonagh 

said “Give it a try,  everyone has to start somewhere! 

Also practise the basics first, rising the sliotar (ball), 

catching it and hand passing. 

 

UPDATE! The CSCNS  team did not win this time 

BUT we are still SO PROUD of them and our 

coaches 😊  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Maynooth University Trip 

 
By Matylda and James R11 (5th class)  

 

Our trip to  Maynooth university was on the 20th of 

May, 2026. 5th class went to Maynooth University to 

experience what happens in a lab. At the start of the 

day we got to get lab coats and goggles. After that we 

either got a banana or strawberry and we had to extract 

the DNA from it. Later we had lunch.  

 

After lunch we went out to a meadow and collected 

insects or other things from outside. We did that so we 

could look at them under the microscope. Next we got 

dirty water (from the local canal) and we also looked at 

that under the microscopes we did that till the end of 

the day. 

 

One of our challenges was that our bus broke down on 

the way back, luckily it got fixed! Liam from room 11 

said he was most excited to look in a microscope. 

Andreea from room 11 said  was most excited for the 

DNA extraction. Liam from room 12 said his favourite 

part was collecting insects. We would recommend this 

trip for next year because it is very fun and a bit 

challenging.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our school support dog Joleen! 

 
By Amber and James Room 15 

 

 
 

A  support dog is an animal that comes to school to help 

everyone, and especially children with Autism. We 

decided to get a support dog at CSCNS because she will 

help the ASD classes and the children in our school. We 

interviewed Gary our caretaker who looks after Joleen at 

school, along with Ms Crowe our SNA. He said that 

Joleen is very happy with the kids and the SNAs and 

teachers who are helping to care for her. Gary said that 

Joleen loves it at home too because Gary’s son always 

plays with her!  

 

For the past few weeks Joleen has been really happy and 

we think she really likes the school and she is very happy 

here. 

 
 

  

 
 

 
   
 
 

 
The Big Sing 

 
By Virat and Tarush, Room 16 

 
We interviewed Amber, Babvanya, Gargee and 

Kirthikhaa from the choir. We asked the following 

questions and here are their answers. 

 

Where does it take place? In the national stadium. 

How often does it happen? We practised around 

25 times but it takes place on 1 night. 

How did the CSCNS participants get on this 

year? Great! It was so fun. We were really proud. 

What was the best part? The singing! 

What were your favourite songs?  

Since Youôve Been Gone, and Killer. 

What was the most challenging part?   

Learning the hard songs. 

Who came to see you? Our parents and families 

and some of our teachers. 

Do you have any advice for children who are 

interested in taking part next year? 

Yes, when youôre singing focus on the conductor to 

help you. Oh and practise at home aswell as at 

school, the lyrics and actions. 

 

 

 

 

CRAZY hair day  by Bavanya and Kirthikhaa R14  

Crazy hair day is a day you can express yourself with 

your hair by being crazy with it! It happened on the 22 of 

May this year. We achieved our goal to express 

ourselves and raise money for Autism Assistance Dogs 

Ireland. We saw so many crazy hair styles like an orange 

mohawk covered and a cup of noodles on someone’s 

head! Here are some of the kids from R5 with crazy hair! 

 

   

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 School tour Surveys 

By Yunay and Leighton (2 nd class, Room 18) 

 
There are lots of school tours happening this month in 
our school. Everyone is … super excited for their 
school trip! 
 
We interviewed the classes about their trips. 
6th Class are going to Carlingford Adventure Center. 
5th class are going to Emerald Park. 
4th class are going to Zip It. 
3rd class are going to Footee. 
2nd class is going to Lullymore. 
1st class is going to Dublin zoo. 
Senior infants are going to Newbridge house. 
Room 7 and 8 are going to Airfield Estate. 
Junior infants are having a Pirate Day in the school!  
 
We also asked classes what their favourite tours ever 
were! 6th Class Room 9 voted and their favorite tour 
was Emerald Park. 4th class Room 13 said their 
favorite tour was Go Quest. 1st class room1 said their 
favorite tour was New Bridge House. 2nd class, Room 
18 decided their favorite tour was the Dublin zoo.  
 

 

GAA Training @CSCNS 

By Alyssa and Georgie (5th class, Room 12) 

Why is GAA happening? 

For 6 to 8 weeks various classes have been doing 

gaa (Gaelic football) lessons guided by an external 

coach named Jack. The school is offering this as a 

way to get the pupils of Cscns active and to add 

something small but big enough to light up a child’s 

day or give them something to look forward to. This 

overall makes children happier by getting rid of the 

thought that school is only work it also encourages 

kids to start something new or even start Ireland 

national sport GAA. 

Student feedback 

 

Overall the kids are loving this new experience and 

look forward to it every week. It is a good way to get 

active, do something new or just get better if you 

already play. Kaylem from fifth class says he likes 

how funny and kind the coach is, he also says that 

the hardest thing is the pick ups off the floor. Yazhini 

says that the best part about gaa is playing matches 

and the hardest part is is soloing the ball .Pupils have 

enjoyed this experience and they all wish for GAA to 

continue next year please! 
 

Green Schools 

By Oscar and Anika  (2nd class, Room 17) 

 
CSCNS recently won an award as a Green School for 
being the best school for conserving water in Ireland! 
We interviewed the committee members in 6th class 
about their experience. They said they had to work 
really hard, to come up with ways to save water in our 
school and community. 
 
They said their favourite part of being on the Green 
Schools Commmittee was doing the presentations, the 
food (they got pizza at the ceremony!), and getting the 
water flag at the ceremony. They said the hardest part 
was the public speaking. 
 
We asked them what was coming up next and they 
said next year’s topic is energy. 
 
We also asked them if they had any advice for the 
students on how best to keep our school 
environmentally clean and biodiverse? They said to 
make sure to not waste anything and do your best! 
 

 
  


